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Locate a newspaper article that 
describes a person (or group) that is 
pursuing his or her dream. Write a 
summary of the article. What strategy 
is the person using to reach their goal? 
Do you think he or she will succeed? 
Explain why or why not.

My mother was the  
original adventurer in our 
family. She grew up in 
Tacoma, Washington, and 

after college, went to Fairbanks to host a 
radio show called Tundra Topics at KFAR, 
the first radio station in the Alaskan Terri-
tory. What must it have been like to be a 
single woman on the Alaskan Frontier in 
1940?! She always modestly said: “I had 
great opportunities.” I admire my mother 
for saying “Yes” to those opportunities, as 

I have never wanted to do anything else 
but study space. I grew up in anthracite 
country in eastern Pennsylvania, where 
there were no professional scientists or 
nearby colleges where one could be ex-
posed to enrichment programs in science. 
But living there worked for me because at 
night the skies were dark, and that is what 
I really needed most. While in elementary 
and middle school I checked out textbooks 
from the library and taught myself astron-
omy, physics, and optics. With the help of 
my grandfather, a very smart man who left 
school in eighth grade to work in the mines 
to support his family, I built telescopes to 
observe the night sky. And I spent hours 
and hours doing so, learning the positions 
of all the bright stars, and the locations of 
major galaxies and nebulae. I observed all 
the planets except for Pluto (which was a 
planet back in those days).

I attended the University of Pennsylvania 
to study astronomy and geology, and then 
Brown University where I received my 

many would have said “No”. She knew the 
outcome was uncertain, but she took the 
risk instead of staying in her comfort zone.

This sitesALIVE program attains a dream 
of mine that we’ve worked toward for 25 
years: a truly global school program con-
nected to a truly global event. The boat 
is ready, I am ready, sitesALIVE! is ready. 
Now we embark on a great adventure 
with an uncertain outcome at sea. Yet it is 
surely worth the risk. Welcome Aboard!

master’s and Ph.D. in planetary geophys-
ics. After completing my education, I went 
to the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 
and got involved in robotic missions to 
Mars and the Moon. Because I wanted to 
work with students I moved on to faculty 
positions at Johns Hopkins University and 
then MIT. I have had the extraordinary 
opportunity to work on many space mis-
sions with great colleagues and students at 
universities, NASA centers, and industry. I 
work hard, but I explore the solar system 
for a living and what could be better than 
that? Imagine what it would be like if your 

job could be your 
hobby? That’s the 
life I lead.
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Washington, and after col-
lege, went to Fairbanks to 

host a radio show called Tundra Topics at 
KFAR, the first radio station in the Alaskan 
Territory. What must it have been like to 
be a single woman on the Alaskan Frontier 
in 1940?! She always modestly said: “I had 
great opportunities.” I admire my mother for 
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I have never wanted to do anything else but study 
space. I grew up in anthracite country in eastern 
Pennsylvania, where there were no professional 
scientists or nearby colleges where one could be 
exposed to enrichment programs in science. But 
living there worked for me because at night the 
skies were dark, and that is what I really needed 
most. While in elementary and middle school I 
checked out textbooks from the library and taught 
myself astronomy, physics, and optics. With the 
help of my grandfather, a very smart man who 
left school in eighth grade to work in the mines 
to support his family, I built telescopes to observe 
the night sky. And I spent hours and hours doing 
so, learning the positions of all the bright stars, 
and the locations of major galaxies and nebulae. 
I observed all the planets except for Pluto (which 
was a planet back in those days).

I attended the University of Pennsylvania to study 
astronomy and geology, and then Brown Uni-
versity where I received my master’s and Ph.D. 

saying “Yes” to those opportunities, as many 
would have said “No”. She knew the outcome 
was uncertain, but she took the risk instead 
of staying in her comfort zone.

This sitesALIVE program attains a dream of 
mine that we’ve worked toward for 25 years: 
a truly global school program connected to 
a truly global event. The boat is ready, I am 
ready, sitesALIVE! is ready. Now we embark 
on a great adventure with an uncertain 
outcome at sea. Yet it is surely worth the risk. 
Welcome Aboard!

in planetary geophysics. After completing my 
education, I went to the NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center and got involved in robotic missions 
to Mars and the Moon. Because I wanted to work 
with students I moved on to faculty positions at 
Johns Hopkins University and then MIT. I have had 
the extraordinary opportunity to work on many 
space missions with great colleagues and students 
at universities, NASA centers, and industry. I work 
hard, but I explore the solar system for a living 
and what could be better than that? Imagine what 

it would be like if 
your job could be 
your hobby? That’s 
the life I lead.
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Tundra Topics at KFAR, the first radio sta-
tion in the Alaskan Territory. What must 
it have been like to be a single woman on 
the Alaskan Frontier in 1940?! She always 
modestly said: “I had great opportunities.” 
I admire my mother for saying “Yes” to 

By Prof. Maria T. Zuber
E. A. Griswold Professor of 
Geophysics and Vice President 
for Research at Massachusetts 
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I have never wanted to do anything else but 
study space. I grew up in anthracite country 
in eastern Pennsylvania, where there were 
no professional scientists or nearby colleges 
where one could be exposed to enrichment 
programs in science. But living there worked 
for me because at night the skies were dark, 
and that is what I really needed most. While 
in elementary and middle school I checked 
out textbooks from the library and taught 
myself astronomy, physics, and optics. With 
the help of my grandfather, a very smart 
man who left school in eighth grade to work 
in the mines to support his family, I built 
telescopes to observe the night sky. And I 
spent hours and hours doing so, learning 
the positions of all the bright stars, and the 
locations of major galaxies and nebulae. I 
observed all the planets except for Pluto 
(which was a planet back in those days).

I attended the University of Pennsylvania 
to study astronomy and geology, and then 
Brown University where I received my 

those opportunities, as many would have 
said “No”. She knew the outcome was 
uncertain, but she took the risk instead of 
staying in her comfort zone.

This sitesALIVE program attains a dream 
of mine that we’ve worked toward for 25 
years: a truly global school program con-
nected to a truly global event. The boat is 
ready, I am ready, sitesALIVE! is ready. Now 
we embark on a great adventure with an 
uncertain outcome at sea. Yet it is surely 
worth the risk. Welcome Aboard!

master’s and Ph.D. in planetary geophysics. 
After completing my education, I went to 
the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and 
got involved in robotic missions to Mars and 
the Moon. Because I wanted to work with 
students I moved on to faculty positions at 
Johns Hopkins University and then MIT. I 
have had the extraordinary opportunity to 
work on many space missions with great 
colleagues and students at universities, 
NASA centers, and industry. I work hard, 
but I explore the solar system for a living 
and what could be better than that? Imag-
ine what it would be like if your job could 

be your hobby? 
That’s the life I 
lead.
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